Randy Sabien is a bluesy, rockin', swingin', funky, jazz violinist. With an intensely rhythmic, vibrant and inventive style, he has captivated audiences worldwide, playing with scores of bands and musicians of all stripes. 
He was planning to be a drummer when he set out on his musical path, but fate stepped in when the conductor of the high school orchestra persuaded him to play the violin in fourth grade. So with a bow in his hand instead of drumsticks, he began studying classical violin by day and playing along to records of his favorite 60s rock bands by night. 
Having immersed himself in these two musical forms he went on to college hoping to further his musical education and the dream of playing and touring with a band. 
This is when lightening struck in the form of a vinyl record by legendary jazz violinist, Stephane Grappelli. Hearing Grappelli and the other virtuoso violinists from the swing era opened up a new world of possibilities which, after nine years of playing the violin, Randy never knew existed. Not only did he find his voice, he went on to create a place in education where this music would be a prominent part of the foundation for any aspiring string student who came his way. 
Only two years later at age 21, he founded and chaired the string department at Berklee College of Music in Boston. Since then he has gone on to teach internationally and is co-author, along with Bob Phillips, of the acclaimed Jazz Philharmonic Series by Alfred Music Publishing -- his teaching method for alternative strings. 
With Randy's growing reputation as a pioneer in modern string education, performances are almost always coupled with a workshop or a visit to a nearby string department. In fact, with more than 30 years of hands-on experience, he is reprising his role of starting a college level alternative string department. This time it's at McNally Smith College of Music in St Paul, Minnesota where his students receive Bachelor and Master degrees in alternative string education from an extraordinary working musician and a gifted teacher who's been there and back. 
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Cellist, Scott Cook has taught at every level and in every possible teaching environment. At the college level with positions at The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Converse College, Carroll University, Alverno College, Limestone College. At the pre-college level at The String Academy of Wisconsin at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Converse College and the Greenville County Schools in South Carolina.
He is the artistic director of the Swannanoa Chamber Music Festival Workshop and the director of the annual international teaching workshop, Teaching Cello to Children at the String Academy of Wisconsin. As a performer, he was principal cellist of the Greenville (SC), Waukesha and Racine Symphonies as well as a frequent recitalist appearing at the Swannanoa Music Festival, Chamber Music Milwaukee, Saint James and Wilson Center recital series as well as cellist with the AIMS Festival in Graz, Austria. Currently he is a member of the Skylight Opera orchestra. He has made numerous recordings with Brett Records and for Hal Leonard.


Sarah Smith, director of West Suburban Suzuki Strings (www.suzukiviolins.com), has been playing the violin since age 5.  Sarah began her studies with her father, Stan Smith, and continued her studies with Rebecca Sandrok, Debra Wood, and the internationally renowned Almita Vamos at Western Illinois University.  In 1986, she studied directly with Dr. Suzuki at his school, the Talent Education Institute in Matsumoto, Japan.  Sarah has been teaching Suzuki violin and viola since 1984, and for years her students have claimed advanced positions in local youth orchestras as well as winning spots in local concerto competitions.  Many of her students continue with their music education as both performance majors and music education majors studying at some of the most prestigious music schools in the country.  Those who have not majored in music have continued playing their instruments in some capacity by joining their local community orchestras or just playing for their own pleasure.  It has been very gratifying for Sarah to see her students continue to enjoy fine music.  In addition to teaching Suzuki lessons, Sarah is also teaching a “Pre-Pre-Twinkle Class” for the pre-schoolers at a local Montessori school as well as being very active on the Board of Directors for the Fox Valley Orchestra.  Sarah is a sought-after clinician at workshops and institutes throughout the United States.  

Suzanne Brookes Rickman began formal study of the violin at the age of 10 in Phoenix, Arizona, where she grew up. There she studied with Roberta Chorlton and Frank Spinosa. Study at DePaul University brought her to Chicago in 1985, where she was a student of Mark Zinger, Hilel Kagan and Rami Solomonov, among others. She was a member of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago from 1986-1992, where she had the honor and privilege of working under Chicago Symphony members and world-renowned conductors. It was at DePaul that Suzanne began her studies of Suzuki Pedagogy. She has received training through book 10 with Gilda Barston, Yuko Honda, Craig Timmerman, Alan Lieb, Judy Bossuat, Alice Joy Lewis, Edward Kreitman and Thomas Wermuth. Aside from directing and teaching with the HFSS, she is a frequent guest clinician in weekend workshops in the Chicago area, and has taught at the American Suzuki Institute, the Atlanta Suzuki Institute, the Memphis Suzuki Institute and the Intermountain Suzuki Strings Institute in Utah. Suzanne was on the faculty of the Western Springs School of Talent Education for 13 years and has been a member of the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra since 1995. 


